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CENTRAL QUEENSLAND     Bowen Basin 
Prodn (ROM): 202 Mt (10/11) 

M+I Res:    20,500 Mt (2009) 

Sustain:     100 years 

Inferred:     19,600 Mt (2009) 

Kevinôs Corner 

Tadôs Corner 

China First 
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Alpha Oil Shale 
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OPERATIONS  (14)  open cut Prodn (Mt)    10/11    09/10 

Baralaba (Cockatoo Coal)                   0.3        0.6 

Blair Athol (Rio Tinto Coal Aust)                 3.8        9.8 

Blackwater (BMA)                   9.2      11.5 

Curragh (WesFarmers)      7.8   9.1 

Ensham (Ensham Resources)      4.7   7.5 

Minerva (Stojitz Corporation)     2.7   2.8 

Rolleston (Xstrata Coal)      5.7   6.0 

      underground    Prodn (Mt)             10/11    09/10 

Cook B&P  (Guangdong Rising Aust. Ltd )   0.6  0.5 

Kestrel LW (Rio Tinto Coal Aust)    3.4  4.4 

Crinum LW (BMA)      4.8  4.4 

Oaky Creek LW (Xstrata Coal)     8.1      10.1 

 
State Saleable Prodn* 10/11 180 Mt (Ź12%)   Exports 163 Mt (Ź11%) 

COAL CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 

* Preliminary figure 
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Mine Mine life Employment Mine Mine life Employment 

Norwich Park 40 1145 Ensham 20 495 

Foxleigh 20 390 Minerva  15 260 

Grasstree 12 

German Creek  

  

 1220 

Rolleston 30 525 

Oak Park 10 Cook 15 240 

Lake Lindsay 22 Blackwater 35 2120 

Oaky Creek 30 915 Curragh 30 1660 

Gregory 3 355 Jellinbah East  20 405 

Crinum 30 560 Yarrabee  20+ 280 

Kestrel 30 580 Denison Gas 10+ 40 

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS ï direct employônt 30 Jun2011    ~11,500 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 
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Source: http://mines.industry.qld.gov.au/safety-and-health/mines-quarries-safety-statistics.htm 
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Expansions / Extensions (9) 

ADVANCED 

Curragh (WesFarmers) new CHPP under construction    ($286 m) 

Kestrel (Rio Tinto) under construction                          ($US2000 m) 

Middlemount (Macarthur Coal/ Gloucester Coal) EIS process 

Yarrabee (Yancoal Aust. Ltd) new CHPP completed May 2009 

Curragh West (WesFarmers) Feasibility Study in progress 

Oaky Creek (Xstrata Coal) open cut redevelopment in FS  ($90 m) 

Jellinbah East (Mackenzie North) (Jellinbah Grp) ML application 

Rolleston (Xstrata Coal) ML application, Feas.Study, EIS  (US$450 m) 

Cook (Guangdong Rising Aust. Ltd) short face longwall (on-hold) 

Coal Mining Projects CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 



7 © The State of Queensland, Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation, 2010  

KESTREL EXPANSION (Rio Tinto Ltd) 

È New LW section with 375m wide face 

È Started: June 2009;  Complete: Q2 2013 

È ą 4 Mtpa to 5.7 Mtpa HCC product 

È Extend mine life to 2032 

È US$2 billion (CapEx) revised Sep2011 

Sediment Dams 

Mitsui S200 Road Header 

Photos courtesy of Russell Uhr (Rio Tinto Coal Ltd) 

Transport drift (1200 m) 

Conveyor drift (1550 m) 

Admin Buildings 



8 © The State of Queensland, Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation, 2010  

Curragh mine Expansion 
WesFarmers Ltd- WES 

À ą Coking coal exports 6.5 Ÿ8.5 Mtpa 

Å Additional 46 Mt of  Reserves within 
Curragh North Mining Lease 

Å Capital Cost: $286 M 

Å Completion due early 2012 

Å 300 (constn) and 90 (op) workers 

Å New CHPP (1200tph) located next 
to existing plant 

Å Further Expansion to 10 Mtpa 
(coking) from mid-2014 under 
Feasibility Study due for completion 
Q4 2011 

Å Additional rail capacity required 

Å Target remaining Coal Reserves @ 
Curragh/ Curragh East and new 
Curragh West coal resources 

5 km 

Blackwater 

36 km 

MLA 80171 

MLA 80178 
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È 8MtpaŸ 14Mtpa (saleable) 

from ML70307; and up to 

6Mtpa from MLA 70415 

and 70416 

È EPBC Referral Notice 

lodged (May 2011) 

È EIS ToR released by DERM 

(Sep2011) 

È Status: Feasibility Study in 

progress, 

È Workforce requirements:   

..é.250 (construction)  

é...300 (operational) 

È Construction: 2012   

È First coal expected: 2014  

È WICT Stage 1 alln 11 Mtpa 

È Cap Exp: US$450M (Aug09) 

http://rollestoncoalexpansion.com.au 

 

ROLLESTON COAL EXPANSION PROJECT (Xstrata Coal Ltd) 

MLA 70458 

MLA 70415 MLA 70416 

MLA 70418 

MLA 70452 

Endocoal 

Accomm Village 

4.8 km 
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Å  New Projects  (17) 
 

Under construction: Middlemount OC (Macarthur Coal/ Gloucester 

Coal) and Ensham B&P UG (Ensham Resources)  
 

EIS or FS Stage: Washpool OC (Aquila Resources), Dingo West OC 

(Bandanna Energy), Minyango LW UG (Guangdong Rising Aust. Ltd ), 

Orion Downs OC & UG (Endocoal), Springsure Creek LW UG 

(Bandanna Energy), Baralaba North OC (Cockatoo Coal) and Arcturus 

OC & UG (Bandanna Energy) 

Pre-FS / Scoping: Togara North LW UG (Xstrata Coal), Theresa LW 

UG (Linc Energy), Yamala OC & UG (Northern Energy Corp.), Curragh 

South OC (Macarthur Coal), Ensham LW UG (Ensham Resources), 

Mackenzie OC (Stanmore Coal), West Rolleston OC (Macarthur Coal) 

and Valeria OC (Rio Tinto)  

Mining Projects 

OC = open cut, UG = underground, LW = Longwall, B&P = Bord and Pillar 

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
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WASHPOOL COAL PROJECT (Aquila Resources Ltd ï AQA) 

Å Open cut mine targeting 

..2.6.Mtpa coking coal   

Å Definitive Feasibility Study       

écompleted (Sep 2011)  

Å Draft EIS released May 2011 

Å Supp EIS in progress 

Å Construction WF: 310 

Å First Coal: Q1 2013 

Å Mine life: 15 - 20 years 

Å Operational WF: 390 

Å Capital cost: $368 M 

5 km 

MLA 80164 

20 km NW of Blackwater 

MDL 403 

Curragh Mine 

Rail Loop 

MLA 80176 

MLA 80177 
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DINGO WEST COAL PROJECT 
(Bandanna Energy Ltd - BND) 

Å Truck and shovel open cut to produce 1 Mtpa PCI & thermal coal 

Å Feasibility Study results released April 2011 

Å EPBC Referral Decision ï ñnot a controlled actionò (July2011) 

ML appln lodged July 2011 

Constn workforce: 220 

Op workforce: 110  

First coal: late 2012 

CapEx: $134m 

Mine life: ~20 years 

Resources: 91 Mt 

5 km 

EPC 881 

MLA 80179 



13 © The State of Queensland, Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation, 2010  

Tadôs Corner (Alpha)  

GVKPIL (79%) & Hancock Coal (21%) 

Å Open cut 30 Mtpa (saleable) 

Å Draft EIS released (Nov2010) 

Å Bankable Feasibility Study (Q2 2011) 

Å CapEx: $3.4 Bn (mine); $2.8 Bn (rail) 
and $1.7 Bn (port)é.total: $7.9 Bn 

Å Mine Workforce: 1535 (con), 1200 (op) 

Å Mine life: 30 years + (3.6 Bt resource) 

Å 6x Draglines, 47 rear-dump trucks  

Å Bulk sampling (150,000t) commenced 

Å Construction: Q1 2012? 

Å First Coal: Q4 2014? 

Test Pit Dec2010 

24.5 km 

Pit 3  

Pit 4  

Pit 1  

Pit 6  

CHPP 

Test Pit Jun2011 

Pit 5  

Pit 2  


